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The Commands of Our Lord

“False Prophets III”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Matt 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”

Matt 24:11 “And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”

Matt 24:24 “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
A valid question also must be raised in this discussion: “Does the real gift of prophecy exist today?”  If the gift of prophecy ceased after the apostolic era then anyone claiming to be a prophet would, by definition, be a false prophet.  You may review the topic of gifts from my article: http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm from which some of the material below has been copied.  I continue to stress the last two sentences in what I copied below (underlined for emphasis).  The gifts of the Holy Spirit can be found at Romans 12:3-8, 1 Cor 12:8-10, 28-30, Ephesians 4:11, and 1 Peter 4:9-11.

“The specific word for this gift of prophecy appears 64 times in the New Testament and 156 times in the Old Testament.  There are two possible interpretations of this word.  
1.) The first interpretation would be that the person is gifted to be able to reveal the truth of God to the people of God (forth telling).  
2.) The second interpretation would be the ability to foretell or predict revelations from God.  
However God no longer reveals “new truth” about Him to His people.  The Bible is closed with the book of Revelation and we have a very strong warning for people claiming to further add to the Bible

Rev 22:18-19 “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.”

Therefore we declare that this first meaning or application of the prophecy gift as ceased.

There is another possible interpretation of the word prophecy and that is a gift that allows the person to understand and to engage in the exposition of the Word of God.  Paul speaks of this use of the gift extensively in 1 Cor 14 and especially we read

1Cor 14:3 “But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.”

Theologians, whom I respect very much, such as Dr. James M. Boice, say that the gift of prophecy must be understood in its technical sense (the second meaning above) and thus this gift has ceased.  Other people believe that the gift is still active in its first meaning as stated above.  It seems to me that we should accept the verdict of Dr. James M. Boice and others and state that there are no Prophets today, since people who portray themselves as prophets using the second meaning are definitely not truthful.  People claiming that they have new revelations from God or who say that they know when Jesus will come again are certainly speaking contrary to Biblical truth.  The Bible’s requirement for such a prophet or forth teller is that the person must be 100% accurate.  Because of the misuse of the term, I prefer to say that the gift of teaching involves the first possible interpretation of prophecy and that the gift of prophecy has ceased.  Certainly a gifted teacher has the gift to understand and to engage in the exposition of the Word of God.”
There were many false prophets and false teachers in the time between the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the death of the last apostle.  Peter spoke of the comparison between prophets in Old Testament times (2 Peter 2:1a) and false teachers after the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
2Peter 1:20 “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,

2Peter 1:21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”

It seems that Peter was also saying that the gift of prophecy was for the time before the coming of Jesus and, since the Bible is closed after the writing of the book of Revelation, the gift of teaching continues for the time after the close of the gift of prophecy.  Peter also warned of the false teachers and that warning is very much needed for today.  The false teachers would not be successful if the listeners would carefully test all teaching by the Word of God.  
Be discerning!

